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Image: YAB Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim holding a placard in support of a constitutional amendment to allow Malaysian mothers
the right to confer citizenship to their overseas-born children by operation of law at the Wanita Pakatan Harapan’s GE15
Manifesto Launch in 2022.

600 Days Too Long: Urging PMX and MPs to Deliver on Citizenship for Qur Children

As Malaysia nears the historic amendment for full equality, we urge all our MPs to honour their
commitment and ensure equal citizenship rights for Malaysian women.

YAB Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, The Malaysian Cabinet, and Members of Parliament,

Over 600 days ago, in February 2023, the government promised us Malaysian women the
right to confer citizenship to our overseas-born children by operation of law, through a
constitutional amendment. After multiple delays and months of anticipation, we respectfully
ask for this promise to be fulfilled during the upcoming Dewan Rakyat sitting as recently
reiterated by the Minister of Home Affairs, Dato’ Seri Saifuddin Nasution.

We Malaysian women, welcome your government’s efforts to address long-standing issues
relating to the citizenship of children born abroad to Malaysian mothers — through
amendments in the Constitution (Amendment) Bill 2024 that include “mother” in Sections
(1)(b) and (1)(c) of Part Il of the Second Schedule of the Federal Constitution. We are also
extremely grateful that the Minister of Home Affairs has been proactively expediting our
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citizenship approvals under Article 15(2), granting many of us with relief and reassurance
that our now Malaysian children would not be separated from us.

Every day a Malaysian mother waits for news about her child's citizenship status increases
her vulnerability to domestic violence, keeps her forcibly separated from her family, fills her
with anxiety about her children's future, and imposes financial burdens from raising a
non-Malaysian child due to the ongoing costs of visa and pass renewals, along with long
wait times and repeated citizenship applications.

This further reinforces why it is important that the constitutional amendment is passed
immediately without any more delay. Each day that passes without this constitutional change
undermines the rights of Malaysian women and their children. Delaying this further risks
denying more overseas born children of Malaysian women citizenship and subjecting them
to the unequal impacts of current citizenship laws. No other Malaysian woman after this
should have to make the choice between risking her life and her unborn child over a
guarantee to citizenship. They should not be forced to leave their existing families behind
overseas to give birth in Malaysia while being all alone.

While we are overjoyed that your government intends to put this to an end, we still feel
heavyhearted that us existing women will not be included in this amendment due to its
non-retroactive nature. We have campaigned tirelessly for years, but some of our children
whose citizenship applications under Article 15(2) are still pending or have been rejected
without explanation, may not become Malaysian in their lifetimes. Those overseas who
cannot resubmit in Putrajaya and those facing application obstacles will also be affected.
More importantly, it excludes adult overseas-born children of Malaysian mothers now over
21 and ineligible to apply, including some whose mothers have passed away, perpetuating
historical discrimination.

The discretionary nature of Article 15(2) and the rejections without reasons make it
impossible for all overseas-born children to obtain approvals. Additionally, mothers dealing
with health issues, custody disputes, single parenthood, and financial strain remain uncertain
about their futures. If the amendment is not implemented soon, retroactively and
retrospectively, more Malaysian women will face these challenges. As such, it is vital that the
mothers’ amendment is passed retroactively.

Malaysian women all across the world implore you to ensure that the mothers’ amendment is
read in the upcoming Parliament session next week, as previously promised. We also call on
all 222 MPs to prioritise the rights of their female constituents and their overseas-born
children by voting in favour of this crucial amendment. Additionally, we ask that the
remaining regressive amendments be decoupled and halted.

No Malaysian or their children should be left behind.

Quotes by Malaysian women:

1. As a Malaysian mother, | can no longer accept the unjust treatment of my son, who
has lived in Malaysia for nearly his entire life, yet is still regarded as a foreigner.
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Every year, we are forced to go through the painful process of renewing his visa, as if
he doesn’t belong here, despite him speaking fluent Malay, singing ‘Negaraku,’” and
fully embracing the identity of a Malaysian. This is his home. Why must I, as a
mother, endure the heartbreak of seeing my child treated differently?

Why is my son not allowed to be Malaysian, just like those children born overseas to
Malaysian fathers and foreign mothers? What makes my child any less deserving?
- Sarah (a pseudonym), an impacted Malaysian mother.

5 years ago | had to give up everything in Germany and risk my life to return home to
give birth. After a very long struggle, now my both daughters are Malaysian, | hope
that in future my daughters will not have to choose between her own safety and her
unborn child’s Malaysian citizenship. (like | did previously) It’s just too unfair for the
mothers.

- Esther, an impacted Malaysian mother.

As a future mother, | envision a Malaysia where women enjoy full equality with men,
free from the fear that our children might not be recognized as citizens. Women
should not have to endure lengthy struggles just to legally claim what should be
automatically recognized. We should be able to marry without concerns about our
partner's origin country and live vibrant lives in a community that upholds equality for
all. This is my vision for a progressive Malaysia.

Aaliyah, a young Malaysian woman.
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