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	About Family Frontiers
	Based in Malaysia, the Association of Family Support & Welfare Selangor & KL (Family Frontiers, FF) is a registered not-for-profit and impact-led feminist organisation dedicated to advancing, promoting, and strengthening the family unit so that no family is left behind. Originally established in 2009 as the Foreign Spouses Support Group (FSSG) by two non-citizen wives of Malaysian men, who were navigating immigration challenges in raising their Malaysian children, FF has since evolved into the pioneering and only organisation dedicated to championing the rights of Malaysian binational families
	Our Vision
	All Malaysian binational families are guaranteed the full enjoyment of human rights through the realisation of equality, non-discrimination and the right to nationality and legal status.
	Our advocacy centres the lived experiences of impacted persons and builds movements by mobilising action at the national, regional and international levels to guarantee the full enjoyment of human rights for Malaysian binational families.
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	Letter from the President
	Adlyn Adam Teoh
	Dear members, friends, and partners,
	I am filled with gratitude and pride for the strides we have made together. Family Frontiers has always stood at the forefront of advocating for equal rights and justice for Malaysian families, and this year has been no exception. We brought meaningful change with the settlement of our long-standing Suriani Kempe & Ors v. Kerajaan Malaysia & Ors court case. The outcome not only brought dignity for Malaysian mothers by paving a citizenship pathway for their overseas-born children but also reaffirmed the strength of our collective voice and the resilience of our community.
	We have been encouraged by the progress of citizenship applications under Article 15(2), Citizenship by Registration. For the first time, we have seen increased approval rates and, remarkably, zero rejections. It is both a testament to the power of persistence and a moment of hope for countless families who have long awaited justice. Looking ahead, our focus turns to the implementation and enforcement of the constitutional amendment slated for 2026. We remain steadfast in our commitment to ensuring that this amendment is not only enacted but meaningfully applied, so that no child or family is left behind.
	Beyond citizenship, our work on marriage migration has gained momentum. We have amplified the voices of non-citizen spouses navigating complex migration policies, advocating for fairer systems that respect the integrity of families. This area of work is deeply connected to our mission, as it underscores the fundamental right of families to live together without unnecessary barriers.
	As we reflect on these achievements, I am reminded that none of this would have been possible without the dedication of our members, volunteers, and allies. Your support fuels our advocacy, sustains our campaigns, and strengthens our resolve. Together, we are not only changing policies but reshaping the narrative of what family rights mean in Malaysia.
	Let us continue moving forward with courage and compassion. The year ahead carries a quiet promise—of laws catching up to lived realities, and of families like ours finally finding ease where there was once uncertainty. Together, with steady hearts and shared purpose, we will keep building a Malaysia where every family can stand rooted, recognised, and at home.
	With gratitude, Adlyn Adam Teoh


	Letter from the Executive Director
	Bina Ramanand
	For Family Frontiers, progress did not come neither quickly nor quietly. It was forged through years of determination to undo a deep injustice, sustained by passion, persistence, and collective courage, grounded in the belief that women deserve equality and families their dignity and sense of belonging.
	What began in 2018 as a multi-pronged effort, combining advocacy, public outreach, utilisation of Parliament mechanisms and centred on the lived experience of mothers and children, reached a defining moment in 2025 with the Federal Court Settlement. Our sincere thanks go to Prof Datuk Dr Gurdial Singh Nijar and Abraham Au, who have stood with us pro bono since we filed the case in the High Court in December 2020.
	While we are still a few steps away from our ultimate goal, of the landmark Constitutional Amendment being implemented in June 2026, this journey is a powerful reminder that even the most entrenched barriers can begin to shift when impacted families, the media, civil society, and the support of almost an entire country come together, and refuse to give up.
	None of this would have been possible without the full confidence, trust, and steadfast support of our Executive Committee. Your belief continues to anchor Family Frontiers through your deep resolve. Our team remains the heart of this organisation, deeply committed and fiercely driven by purpose. We are especially proud that our work continues to be shaped by impacted persons themselves, whose lived experiences ground our advocacy.
	We were honoured to host Esther Teo, an impacted mother and frontline activist of the Mothers’ Campaign, selected for the five-month Statelessness and Dignified Citizenship Coalition AP fellowship. She has since joined us part-time as a Case Coordinator, strengthening our service delivery. We also warmly welcome Aisyah Delaila as our Assistant Coordinator Community Paralegal Support, marking an important step forward in our paralegal services, with Mashitah Abdul Halim continuing to support our work from Sabah.
	As the year ended, we said goodbye to Alicia, and remain grateful that she continues her journey with us as a volunteer and we warmly welcome Carmen Tan Yu Hui in the role of Communications and Advocacy Coordinator. It was also a pleasure to welcome Sarah back, refreshed and re-energised following her YSEALI Fellowship in the USA.


	The year 2025 was momentous for Malaysian mothers. Long-pending citizenship applications, some delayed for years, were finally being cleared throughout the year. We remain hopeful that the constitutional amendment, committed for implementation in June 2026, will pave the way for future generations of Malaysian women to enjoy true equality. Yet, a critical gap remains: adult children of Malaysian women continue to wait for citizenship, which still needs to be addressed.
	At the same time, we intensified our advocacy for Malaysian binational families, prioritising transparent permanent residence policies, the right to employment, and the right of divorced or separated spouses to live and work in Malaysia in the best interests of their children. We successfully launched our multi-country research on marriage migration. It was also heartening to see our team confidently holding their own, representing Family Frontiers at conferences across the Asia-Pacific region, engaging peers and stakeholders, and ensuring that the voices and lived realities of binational families were meaningfully reflected in regional discussions. In the year ahead, Adlyn will serve on the SDCC Steering Committee, continuing Family Frontiers’ representation.
	As we look forward, we will deepen our work on barriers to marriage and birth registration that place children at risk of statelessness, while continuing our advocacy for adult children who remain excluded.
	Our work is far from finished. But every step forward this year, every cleared citizenship application, every new team member, every voice amplified, reminds us why we persist. We remain committed to a future where families belong, children are protected, and equality is not conditional.
	Thank you for standing with us on this journey. Bina Ramanand
	Impact Snapshot
	38,000
	Beneficiaries reached
	Direct and indirect (Malaysian mothers and non-citizen spouses)


	230+
	Impacted persons and activists capacitated
	Strengthened initiatives that support local communities


	1,980
	Children of Malaysian mothers obtained citizenship
	*As of August 2025*
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	Our Strategic Priorities
	Equal Citizenship for All Children
	Every child of a Malaysian parent deserves legal status and access to basic rights regardless of the parent’s gender, marital status, or place of birth.

	Accessible Birth & Marriage Registration
	Inclusive, barrier-free registration to safeguard legal identity, protect the right to family life, and prevent intergenerational statelessness.

	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses
	Non-citizen spouses must obtain legal status within a reasonable timeframe to ensure family stability and well-being.

	Right to Work with Dignity
	Equal access to employment enables spouses to live with dignity and supports their Malaysian family’s right to a stable life together.

	A snapshot of the moments, milestones, and collective efforts that shaped our work this year
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	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity

	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Legal status for non-Malaysian spouses directly shapes their ability to seek employment and to work with dignity. Without secure immigration status, barriers to work and long-term residency with their Malaysian family are intensified, increasing precarity. Therefore, it is essential that advocacy around Strategic Priority III and IV is pursued in tandem, ensuring both legal recognition and the right to work are addressed together.
	Leveraging ASEAN 2025 in Kuala Lumpur
	FF organised and led a dedicated roundtable on marriage migration during the two-day ASEAN Peoples@ASEAN 2025 conference, bringing together over 30 participants from across Southeast Asia. Discussions centred around persistent policy gaps, the gendered impacts of marriage migration frameworks, and the lived realities of marriage migrants and their families. Participants also shared country-level experiences and collectively explored more rights-based, gender-sensitive approaches to managing marriage migration in the region.
	In conjunction with the roundtable, FF produced an advocacy outcome video amplifying the voices of marriage migrants and their Malaysian spouses, alongside key regional stakeholders. The video featured, among others, a former Commissioner of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM), who called on governments and regional migration governance mechanisms to take marriage migration more seriously within policy and implementation frameworks.



	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Participation in the Second Asia-Pacific Regional Review of the Implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM)
	Throughout early 2025, FF was actively engaged in shaping the discourse and priorities leading up to the Second Asia-Pacific Regional Review of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM).  These engagements allowed FF to elevate the lived realities of marriage migrants, particularly women in binational families, within a broader regional migration governance framework.
	Pre-engagements and Preparatory Work Ahead of the GCM Review, FF undertook targeted pre-engagements with key regional human rights and migration networks to ensure that marriage migration—in particular the vulnerabilities tied to gendered legal dependencies and restrictive immigration frameworks—was meaningfully integrated into the Review process.
	Meeting with OHCHR–Asia Pacific on Marriage Migration | 14 January 2025: FF initiated a meeting with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights – Asia Pacific (OHCHR-AP). Discussions explored marriage migration trends in the region, discriminatory legal frameworks, and the compounded precarity faced by non-citizen spouses. The session aimed to inform human rights-based recommendations that OHCHR-AP would contribute to the State-led review process, ensuring that the intersection of gender, citizenship, and migration received stronger emphasis.
	Stakeholder Consultation for the 2nd Asia-Pacific Regional Review of the GCM | 14 January 2025: FF’s Research and Policy Coordinator, Patricia Low, participated in a multi-stakeholder consultation organised to assess progress on GCM implementation since the first Regional Review. The session provided an opportunity for civil society, UN agencies, academics, and migrant-led groups to highlight gaps in State commitments, emerging regional issues, and priorities for the upcoming Review. Patricia emphasised the need to better capture marriage migration dynamics within GCM Objective 4 (provide proof of legal identity and adequate documentation) and Objective 5 (enhance availability and flexibility of pathways for regular migration).
	Meeting with APMM on Marriage Migration in Asia Pacific | 20 January 2025: In preparation for the Review, FF also met with the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) to explore collaboration on strengthening cross-regional advocacy on marriage migration. The meeting fostered an exchange of insights on migrant spouse rights, the barriers created by gender-discriminatory nationality laws, and opportunities for joint engagement during the GCM process.



	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Participation in the Review
	During the Second Asia-Pacific Regional Review, FF contributed substantively through three side events, public interventions, and stakeholder engagements. Patricia represented FF at these high-level discussions and helped ensure that marriage migration was foregrounded in regional migration governance conversations. Her contributions included:
	Involvement in a roundtable on rights-based border governance, where she highlighted the disproportionate challenges faced by marriage migrants and their families, and the barriers to accessing legal identity and documentation.
	“In Her Shoes”, organised by UN Women Asia Pacific, an experiential side event that traced the journey of a woman migrant worker. Patricia contributed insights connecting this narrative to broader regional patterns of gendered migration and policy exclusion.
	A side event, “Integrating Marriage Migration into the GCM Implementation: Ensuring Safe, Human Rights-Based, and Gender-Responsive Pathways”, where FF shared insights on the Malaysian context and underscored the need for States to address barriers to legal status, dependent-visa regimes, and restrictions on employment.



	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Media Engagement Surrounding Marriage Migration
	Interview on Astro AWANI’s Niaga Spotlight | 28 November 2025:  In November, Patricia was featured in Astro AWANI’s Niaga Spotlight alongside economist Dr Melati Nungsari, and impacted non-citizen spouse Dr Nadine Ruppert. The interview discussed the economic impacts of Malaysia’s policies for marriage migrants for Malaysian binational families and the country as a whole.
	Radio Interview on Marriage Migration | 29 May 2025:  In May, FF’s Executive Director, Bina Ramanand, was featured in a radio interview on BFM Radio, where she discussed the findings from FF’s research on marriage migration and unpacked the lived realities of Malaysian families in cross-border unions. The interview offered an accessible, in-depth look at how current policies impact spouses and children, helping to bridge the gap between public perception and on-the-ground experiences.
	“Keluarga Konversations” Voxpop Initiative:  To further engage the public, FF launched a new voxpop series titled “Keluarga Konversations” (translating to Family Conversations). Through street interviews, the series explored public perceptions of Malaysian binational families with the aim of gauging public understanding, and actively dispelling myths that often shape negative or inaccurate views of mixed-nationality marriages.
	Episode 1, Episode 2, Episode 3
	Media Briefing on Marriage Migration | 3 December 2025:  FF organised a media briefing on 3 December 2025 to support journalists in reporting accurately and responsibly on topics that had taken centre stage in national discussions—including Permanent Residence (PR), citizenship for overseas-born children of Malaysian mothers, statelessness, and policies affecting non-citizen spouses.
	The session aimed to unpack key terminologies, clarify policy nuances, and provide journalists with a deeper understanding of the complex realities faced by binational families. Attendees heard from experts working on migration, gender, and legal identity, as well as from individuals with lived experience who shared their journeys firsthand. FF also presented new findings from its latest research on marriage migration, offering data and insights that had not previously been available to the public.



	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Regional Engagement Surrounding Marriage Migration
	Regional Migrants Summit | June 2025: Patricia shared FF’s multi-country research on women marriage migrants in Malaysia at the Regional Migrants’ Summit Quezon City, Philippines. Titled ‘Navigating Borders, Barriers and Belonging: A Case Study of Women Marriage Migrants in Malaysia’, the research explored migration pathways, legal landscapes, and systemic challenges faced by non-citizen wives of Malaysians. Combining qualitative insights with quantitative data, the paper centred the lived experiences of 62 non-citizen wives across Malaysia, amplifying their voices in regional migration discourse.
	Regional Women Migrant Convening and Migrant Solidarity Exchange: Exchanging Solidarity, Strengthening Resistance | October 2025: Patricia attended the APWLD’s Regional Women Migrant Convening and Migrant Solidarity Exchange in Kathmandu, Nepal. The convening mapped regional trends, priority issues and proposed actions. Patricia shared FF's work with women marriage migrants, highlighting the main challenges and recommendations, which were subsequently captured in a joint statement.

	Informing Policy Through Evidence and Dialogue
	Parliamentary Engagements
	Special Chamber (Kamar Khas) Session | 26 August 2025: Member of Parliament, YB Rodziah Ismail presented a Special Chamber (Kamar Khas) motion highlighting the precarious legal status faced by widowed, divorced, and separated non-citizen wives of Malaysian men. She raised the longstanding issue that the residency status of these women is tied to their Malaysian spouse—a dependency that leaves them vulnerable to instability, sudden loss of status, and, in some cases, risks of deportation or statelessness. The intervention also underscored how these challenges disproportionately affect women in binational marriages, further compounding the gendered impact of restrictive nationality and immigration policies.
	While the Deputy Minister of Home Affairs responded with limited substantive solutions, the session nonetheless resulted in a meaningful outcome: FF was able to obtain new, critical data from the Ministry. The figures revealed that the number of marriage migrants impacted by gender-discriminatory nationality laws and restrictive immigration policies is three times higher than previously understood. This data has since strengthened the evidence base for advocacy efforts and validated concerns long raised by affected families.
	All-Party Parliamentary Group on Child Rights (APPG-CR): As partners and fiscal hosts for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Child Rights (APPG-CR), FF remained actively involved in 2025, attending the meetings on 17 February and 23 July. These sessions allowed FF to stay connected with parliamentary discussions on child rights issues in Malaysia and contribute insights drawn from our work with children in Malaysian binational families.



	Strategic Priority III & IV
	Legal Status for Non-Malaysian Spouses & the Right to Work with Dignity
	Engagement with Migration Networks & Frameworks
	Regional Exchange Meeting UN Women in Bangkok | 30 - 31 January 2025: As part of efforts to better understand migration governance in the Asia-Pacific and advance our mission to include marriage migration within regional governance frameworks, FF participated in a regional capacity-building initiative organised by UN Women and Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) from October 2024 to August 2025. The programme aimed to strengthen the capacity of women’s rights organisations in Southeast Asia to advocate for gender-responsive migration policies through training on migration policy frameworks, gender equality principles, and strategic
	advocacy. Patricia and Sarah Czarina, FF’s Programme Officer, attended the third session of the workshop series, which focused on sharing gender equality advocacy strategies and strengthening cross-border feminist networks across the Asia-Pacific.
	Data-Driven Insights: Leveraging Evidence for Gender-Responsive Migration Policies (UN Women) | 24 June 2025: Patricia spoke at the “Data-Driven Insights: Leveraging Evidence for Gender-Responsive Migration Policies” online event organised by UN Women Asia Pacific. The programme featured a panel discussion on the use of data and evidence in policy advocacy, bringing together regional experts to exchange perspectives on strengthening gender-responsive migration frameworks. During the session, she shared key findings from FF’s multi-country research on women marriage migrants, outlining both the substantive insights and the participatory approaches used in data collection. She also highlighted FF’s advocacy work, emphasising the organisation’s multi-pronged approach, which combines research, strategic litigation, parliament engagement, multimedia advocacy, media engagement, and community and public outreach to drive structural change. The discussion underscored how evidence grounded in lived experience can be leveraged to inform policy reform and strengthen advocacy efforts across the region.
	Networking with IMA and APMM | 20 August 2025: FF received a courtesy visit from the International Migrants Alliance (IMA) and APMM. As FF expanded its efforts to have marriage migration recognised as a distinct form of migration within regional frameworks, it became more intentional in engaging stakeholders. During the meeting, FF discussed collaboration and joining IMA as members, and it is now officially part of the network. FF sees this as a springboard to strengthen its regional networks, amplify its advocacy on under-recognised forms of migration, and enable FF to play a more active role in shaping policy dialogue and advancing the rights of marriage migrants.
	Global Refugee Forum | 15-17 December 2025: FF’s President, Adlyn Adam Teoh, represented the organisation at the Global Refugee Forum (GRF) in Geneva and delivered an intervention at the side event “Solutions to Statelessness: Multistakeholder Action to Achieve Equal Nationality Rights for All”, highlighting the organisation’s advocacy on equitable birth and marriage registration, as well as gender-discriminatory citizenship laws that contribute to statelessness.
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